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SCRIPTURES RELEVANT TO THE DOCTRINES OF 

MARRIAGE & DIVORCE 

 

 

 

Genesis 2:23-24 
 

And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called 

Woman, because she was taken out of Man.  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 

mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.  [Elements in the creation 

of a marriage] 

 
Genesis 4:19 
 

And Lamech took unto him two wives... [1st example of polygamy] 

 
Genesis 6:2 
 

That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives 

of all which they chose.  [An example of unholy matrimony] 

 
Exodus 20:14 
 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

 
Leviticus 20:10 
 

And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he that committeth adul-

tery with his neighbor's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death. [The 

penalty for violating the covenant relationship of marriage is the same as for committing in-

cest, sodomy and bestiality; cf. 20:11-16] 

 
Leviticus 21:7 
 

They shall not take a wife that is a harlot, or profane; neither shall they take a woman put away 

from her husband for he is holy unto his God.  [Marriage prohibitions for priests] 

 
Leviticus 21:13-14 
 

And he shall take a wife in her virginity.  A widow, or a divorced woman, or profane, or an 

harlot, these shall he not take: but he shall take a virgin of his own people to wife.  [Marriage 

prohibitions for the high priest] 
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Numbers 5:11-31 
 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto 

them, If any man's wife go aside, and commit a trespass against him, And a man lie with her 

carnally, and it be hid from the eyes of her husband, and be kept close, and she be defiled, and 

there be no witness against her, neither she be taken with the manner; And the spirit of jealousy 

come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be defiled: or if the spirit of jealousy 

come upon him, and he be jeal-ous of his wife, and she be not defiled:  Then shall the man 

bring his wife unto the priest, and he shall bring her offering for her, the tenth part of an ephah 

of barley meal; he shall pour no oil upon it, nor put frankincense thereon; for it is an offering of 

jealousy, an offering of memorial, bringing iniquity to remembrance.  And the priest shall 

bring her near, and set her before the LORD: And the priest shall take holy water in an earthen 

vessel; and of the dust that is in the floor of the tabernacle the priest shall take, and put it into 

the water:  And the priest shall set the woman before the LORD, and uncover the woman's 

head, and put the offering of memorial in her hands, which is the jeal-ousy offering: and the 

priest shall have in his hand the bitter water that causeth the curse: And the priest shall charge 

her by an oath, and say unto the woman, If no man have lain with thee, and if thou hast not 

gone aside to uncleanness with another instead of thy husband, be thou free from this bitter 

water that causeth the curse:  But if thou hast gone aside to another instead of thy husband, 

and if thou be defiled, and some man have lain with thee beside thine husband: Then the priest 

shall charge the woman with an oath of cursing, and the priest shall say unto the woman, The 

LORD make thee a curse and an oath among thy people, when the LORD doth make thy thigh 

to rot, and thy abdomen to swell;  And this water that causeth the curse shall go into thy bo-

wels, to make thy abdomen to swell, and thy thigh to rot: And the woman shall say, Amen, 

amen.  And the priest shall write these curses in a book, and he shall blot them out with the 

bitter water: And he shall cause the woman to drink the bitter water that causeth the curse: and 

the water that causeth the curse shall enter into her, and become bitter.  Then the priest shall 

take the jealousy offering out of the woman's hand, and shall wave theoffering before the 

LORD, and offer it upon the altar:  And the priest shall take an handful of the offering, even 

the memorial thereof, and burn it upon the altar, and afterward shall cause the woman to drink 

the water.  And when he hath made her to drink the water, then it shallcome to pass, that, if 

she be defiled, and have done trespass against  her husband, that the water that causeth the 

curse shall enter into  her, and become bitter, and her belly shall swell, and her thigh shall rot: 

and the woman shall be a curse among her people.  And if the woman be not defiled, but be 

clean; then she shall be free, and shall conceive seed.  This is the law of jealousies, when a 

wife goeth aside to another instead of her husband, and is defiled; Or when the spirit of jealou-

sy cometh upon him, and he be jealous over his wife, and shall set the woman before the 

LORD, and the priest shall execute upon her all this law.  Then shall the man be guiltless from 

iniquity, and this woman shall bear her iniquity.  [The Law of Jealousy - when a husband sus-

pects his wife of unfaithfulness, but there are no witnesses] 

 
Numbers 30:9 
 

But every vow of...her that is divorced, wherewith they have bound their souls, shall stand 

against her.  [God accepts the vow of a divorced woman the same as a widow] 
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Deuteronomy 22:13-30 
 

If any man take a wife, and go in unto her, and hate her, And give occasions of speech against 

her, and bring up an evil name upon her, and say, I took this woman, and when I came to her, I 

found her not a maid: Then shall the father of the damsel, and her mother, take and bring forth 

the tokens of the damsel's virginity unto the elders of the city in the gate: And the damsel's fa-

ther shall say unto the elders, I gave my daughter unto this man in marriage, and he hateth her; 

And, lo, he hath given occasions of speech against her, saying, I found not thy daughter a maid; 

and yet these are the tokens of my daughter's virginity. And they shall spread the cloth before 

the elders of the city.And the elders of that city shall take that man and chastise him; And they 

shall fine him in an hundred shekels of silver, and give them unto the father of the damsel, be-

cause he hath brought up an evil name upon a virgin of Israel: and she shall be his wife; he 

may not put her away all his days.  But if this thing be true, and the tokens of virginity be not 

found for the damsel: Then they shall bring out the damsel to the door of her father's house, 

and the men of her city shall stone her with stones that she die: because she hath wrought folly 

in Israel, to play the harlot in her father's house: so shalt thou put evil away from  among you.  

If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband, then they shall both of them die, 

both the man that lay with the woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put away evil from Israel.  

If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto an husband, and a man find her in the city, and lie 

with her; Then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of that city, and ye shall stone them 

with stones that they die; the damsel, because she cried not, being in the city; and the man, be-

cause he hath humbled his neighbour's wife: so thou shalt put away evil from among you.  But 

if a man find a betrothed damsel in the field, and the man force her, and lie with her: then the 

man only that lay with her shall die:  But unto the damsel thou shalt do nothing; there is in the 

damsel no sin worthy of death: for as when a man riseth against his neighbor, and slayeth him, 

even so is this matter:  For he found her in the field, and the betrothed damsel cried, and there 

was none to save her.  If a man find a damsel that is a virgin, which isnot betrothed, and lay 

hold on her, and lie with her, and they be found; Then the man that lay with her shall give unto 

the damsel's father fifty shekels of silver, and she shall be his wife; because he hath humbled 

her, he may not put her away all his days.  A man shall not take his father's wife, nor discover 

his father's skirt.  [Two conditions which prohibit divorce] 

 

Deuteronomy 24:1-4 
 

When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in 

his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of di-

vorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out of his house.  And when she is departed 

out of his house, she may go and be another man's wife.  And if the latter hus-band hate her, 

and write her a bill of divorcement, and giveth it in her hand, and sendeth her out of his house; 

or if the latter husband die, which took her to be his wife; Her former husband, which sent her  

away, may not take her again to be his wife, after that she is defiled; for that is abomination 

before the LORD: and thou shalt not cause the land to sin, which the LORD thy God giveth 

thee for an inheritance. [Conditions and purpose for the Bill of Divorcement] 
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Hosea 1:2; 2:2-23 
 

...And the LORD said to Hosea, Go, take unto thee a wife of harlotry and children of harlotry:  

for the land (Israel) hath committed great harlotry, departing from the LORD.  Contend with 

your mother, contend: for she is not My wife, neither am I her husband:  let her therefore put 

away her harlotry out of her sight, and her adulteries from between her breasts; Lest I strip her 

naked, and set her as in the day that she was born, and make her as a wilderness, and set her 

like a dry land, and slay her with thirst.  And I will not have mercy upon her children; for they 

be the children of harlotry.  For their mother hath played the harlot: she that conceived them 

hath done shamefully: for she said, I will go after my lovers, that give me my bread and my 

water, my wool and my flax, mine oil and my drink.  Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thy 

way with thorns, and make a wall, that she shall not find her  paths.  And she shall follow af-

ter her lovers, but she shall not overtake them; and she shall seek them, but shall not find them: 

then shall she say, I will go and return to my first husband; for then was it better with me than 

now.  For she did not know that I gave her corn,  and wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver 

and gold, which they prepared for Baal.herefore will I return, and take away my corn in the 

time thereof, and My wine in the season thereof, and will recover My wool and My flax given 

to cover her nakedness.  And now will I uncover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers, and 

none shall deliver her out of Mine hand. I will also cause all her mirth to cease, her feast days, 

her new moons, and her sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts. And I will destroy her vines and 

her fig trees, whereof she hath said, These are my rewards that my lovers have given me: and I 

will make them  a forest, and the beasts of the field shall eat them.  And I will judge  her for 

the days of Baalim, wherein she burned incense to them, and she decked herself with her ear-

rings and her jewels, and she went after her lovers, and forgat Me, saith the LORD.  There-

fore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto 

her.  And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of 

hope: and she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the day when she came up 

out of the land of Egypt.  And it shall be at that day, saith the LORD, that thou shalt call me 

Ishi; and shalt call me no more Baali.  For I will take away the names of Baalim out of heruth, 

and they shall no more be remembered by their name.  And in that day will I make a covenant 

for them with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things 

of the ground: and I will break the bow and the sword and the battle out of the earth, and will 

make them to lie down safely.  And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth 

thee unto Me in righteousness, and in justice, and in loving- kindness, and in mercies.  I will 

even betroth thee unto Me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know the LORD.  And it shall come 

to pass in that day, I will hear, saith the LORD, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the 

earth; And the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil; and they shall hear Jezreel.  

And I will sow her unto Me in the earth; and I will have mercy upon her that had no obtained 

mercy; and I will say to them which were not My people, Thou art My people; and they shall 

say, Thou art my God. [God's relentlessly faithful commitment toward His faithless, adulterous 

people, Israel] 
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Isaiah 50:1 
 

Thus saith the LORD, Where is the bill of your mother's divorcement, whom I have put away? 

or which of my creditors is it to whom I have   sold you?  Behold, for our iniquities have ye 

sold yourselves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away.  [Bill of Divorcement is 

used in a symbolic sense to picture Israel's relationship to God] 

 

 

Jeremiah 3:8 
 

And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery I had put her 

away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and 

played the harlot also. 

 

Ezekiel 44:22 
 

Neither shall they take for their wives a widow, nor her that is put away: but they shall take 

maidens of the seed of the house of Israel, or a widow that had a priest before.  [Marriage li-

mitations upon priests] 

 
Malachi 2:14-16 
 

...The LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou 

hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant.  And did not 

He make one?  Yet had He the residue of the spirit.  And wherefore one? That he  might seek 

a godly seed.  Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the 

wife of his youth.  For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that He hateth putting away: for one 

covereth violence with his garment, saith the LORD of hosts: therefore take heed to your spirit, 

that ye deal not treacherously.  [The reason God abhors divorce] 

 
Matthew 1:18-20,25 
 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as His mother Mary was espoused to Jo-

seph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.  Then Joseph her 

husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put 

her away privily.  But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 

unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 

wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  ...And knew her not till she had 

brought forth her first-born son; and he called His name Jesus." [An example of conditions jus-

tifying divorce] 
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Matthew 5:27-28,31-32 
 

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old, Thou shalt not commit adultery.  But I say unto 

you that whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery already in his 

heart. ...It hath bee  said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of di-

vorcement: But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, except for the cause of 

fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced 

committeth adultery.  [Two ways of committing adultery] 

 

 

Matthew 19:1-12 
 

And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these sayings, He departed from Galilee, and 

came into the coasts of Judaea beyond Jordan... The Pharisees also came unto Him, tempting 

Him, and saying unto Him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause? And He 

answer-ed and said unto them, Have ye not read, that He which made them at the beginning 

made them male and female, And said, For wife: and they two shall be one flesh?  Wherefore 

they are no more two, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 

asunder.  They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, 

and to put her away?  He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts per-

mitted you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so.  And I say unto you, 

Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, com-

mitteth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.  His dis-

ciples say unto Him, If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not good to marry.  But he 

said unto them, All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is given. For there are 

some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's womb: and there are some eunuchs, 

which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eu-

nuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able to receive it, let him receive it. 

 
 

Mark 10:1-12 
 

And He arose from there, and cometh into the borders of Judaea by the farther side of Jordan: 

and the people resort unto him again; and, as He was His custom, He taught them again.  And 

the Pharisees came to Him, and asked Him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife? tempt-

ing Him.  And He answered and said unto them, What did Moses command you?  And they 

said, Moses permitted to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away.  And Jesus ans-

wered and said unto them, For the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept.  Bu from 

the beginning of the creation God made them male and female.  For  this cause shall a man 

leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; And they two shall be one flesh: so then 

they are no more two, but one flesh.  What therefore God hath joined together, let not man  

put asunder.  And in the house his disciples asked him again of the same matter.  And He 

saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his  wife, and marry another, commit-teth adultery 

against her.  And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she 

committeth  adultery. 
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Luke 1:26-27,31,34 
 

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Na-

zareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the 

virgin's name was Mary.  And the angel came in unto her, and said ...thou shalt conceive in 

thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.  Then said Mary unto the 

angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?  [A example of the sanctity of the Jewish 

betrothal] 

 

Luke 3:19 
 

But Herod, the tetrarch, being reproved by him (John the baptist) for Herodias, his brother Phi-

lip's wife, and for the evils which Herod had done...shut up John in prison.  [An example of the 

cost of addressing adulterous marriages] 

 

 

Luke 16:18 
 

Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, committeth adultery: and whosoever 

marrieth her that is put away from her husband committeth adultery.  [Two examples of com-

mitting adultery] 

 

John 4:6-7,15-19 
 

Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the 

well: and it was about the sixth hour.  There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water.... The 

woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw.  

Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. The woman answered and said, I 

have no husband. Jesus said unto her  Thou hast well said, I have no husband:  For thou hast 

had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly. 

 

John 8:3-11 
 

[A woman is caught in "the very act" of adultery and placed before the  Lord.  The religious 

leaders are quick to remind Christ that under Mosaic Law she should be stoned to death.  

However, Jesus did not act as her judge but as her savior and forgave her; Cf. 12:47] 

 
Romans 7:1-3 
 

Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) how that the law hath domi-

nion over a man as long as he liveth?  For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the 

law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law 

of her husband.  So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall 

be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no 

adulteress, though she be married to another man. 
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I Corinthians 7:10-16 
 

And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her 

husband:  But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and 

let not the husband put away his wife.  But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath 

a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away.  And 

the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let 

her not leave him.  For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving 

wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy.  But 

if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cas-

es: but God hath called us to peace.  For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save 

thy husband?  or how knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife? 

 
I Corinthains 13:7 
 

Love... Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.  Love 

never faileth: [Characteristics of love] 

 

Ephesians 5:22-33 
 

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.  For the husband is the 

head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.  

Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in 

everything.  Husbands, love your wives, even as  Christ also loved the church, and gave him-

self for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he 

might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such  thing; 

but that it should be holy and without blemish.  So ought men to love their wives as their own 

bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.  For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but 

nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: For we are members of his body, of 

his flesh, and of his bones.  For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be 

joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.  This is a great mystery: but I speak 

concerning Christ and the church.  Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his 

wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.  [The primary respon-

sibilities of the husband and wife to each other] 
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